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Power Installation Complete at the Troxy  
Over the past few weeks work has been underway at the Troxy to prepare for and 
install the electrical power needed to operate the Wurlitzer. This is not a simple 
job. To meet current regulations the electrical installation requirements are quite 
complex, particularly with the organ installed in locations some 100 feet apart 
across the vast auditorium. Both 3-phase and single-phase (240V) supplies are 
needed for different applications on both sides of the theatre. For example, 
to operate blowers and ancillary equipment respectively. 
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Having begun by installing the panels that distribute 
and protect the electrical supplies the next task for 
the team was to pull into place and secure a series 
of steel armoured supply cables, the longest single 
run of which was around 55 metres. With this work 
complete our professional electrician was able to 
complete the termination of the all the armoured 
supply cables. Meanwhile other members of the  
volunteer team prepared the 240V mains cable runs 
for wiring.  

A key event was the connection to the theatre  
electrical supply being made. This allowed key parts 
of the installation to “go live” to support ongoing 
work. 

Work to install the conduit and wiring within the  
accommodation for the Main organ and its blower  
followed. This involved planning the best cable 
routes, mounting the conduit and then pulling the 
individual cables before connecting the electrical  
fittings required. The installation team then  
repeated the task for the Solo organ accommodation 
and blower room.  

With wiring for the two blowers complete, together 
with that for the organ console, all that remained 
was for the entire installation to be compliance 
tested by our professional electrician Rob Keates. 
This was completed on 3rd May 2012 

Wiring the distribution panel 
providing power to both sides 
of the theatre 

Pulling mains power cables into 
a conduit outside the lower Main 
organ chamber 
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The asssembled internal mechanism 
of the windchest  

The mighty pedal Diaphone 
Whilst the professional restorers work on the first 
batch of large components of the organ needed 
for installation later this year, the technical team 
have been restoring the three windchests, as they 
are known, that drive the pedal Diaphone pipes 
(the largest in the organ). These pipes have  
already been professionally refurbished, with the 
largest being 3.5 metres in height. 

The twelve Diaphone pipes  
refurbished and looking almost like new  

Restoring the Wurlitzer  
The Trocadero Wurlitzer was built in 1930 and last refurbished in the late 1960s and early 1970s, so it is 
now time for the organ to be completely restored. Shortly before the organ was removed from the Lon-
don South Bank University the organ console was fully restored, but the Trocadero to Troxy project now 
needs to restore the whole of the rest of the instrument before installing it in the Troxy. 

A significant amount of restoration work is being completed by professional organ builders due to its 
specialised nature; the need to complete the work expediently, and, most importantly, to ensure the or-
gan will continue to operate reliably for many decades to come. However, the Cinema Organ Society 
project technical team are also completing a lot of work at their workshop in Bedfordshire. 

The Diaphone windchests have been stripped 
down to their component parts and thoroughly 
rebuilt to provide many more years of service. 
This involves not only the releathering of  
pneumatic motors and preparation of other small 
parts, but the refinishing of the main structure of 
each chest and internally leathering them to  
ensure they are air tight – the white strips in the 
photos. 

The completed windchest prior to  
the fitting of external components 

The Diaphone pipes during refurbishment 
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The Restored Organ Console 

Photos in this issue courtesy of: David Reed, John Abson, Graham Noble  
Edited by Graham Noble 

How You Can Help 
With building of the organ chambers complete we 
are now able to install the Wurlitzer as it is restored. 
Contributing to the fund now will help accelerate 
progress on the project and enable the organ to 
play. 

You can donate online or download a donation form 
by visiting our website: 

 www.trocadero-wurlitzer.org 

Don’t forget that Gift Aiding your contribution  
significantly increases the value of your donation.  
 
Another really helpful way of supporting the project  
is to consider donating by standing order. The 
knowledge we have a steady inflow of funds is a  
tremendous boost. 
Why not download a form from our website?                

 
Registered Charity: 1136958 

 

The organ console has 241 stop-keys that 
control the 1,497 pipes together with effects 
including drums, cymbals, xylophone,  
glockenspiel, marimba and piano  


