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The Troxy - Eighty Years of Entertaining! 
The Troxy, Stepney first opened its doors to the public on the 11th September 
1933 and so September 2013 marked its 80th birthday. In its years as a cinema it 
entertained many thousands of East Londoners, with both film programmes and 
cine-variety shows utilising its comprehensive stage facilities. Many well known 
names appeared on stage including Tommy Trinder, The Andrews Sisters, Vera 
Lynn, Louis Armstrong, Petula Clarke and Cliff Richard. 

In this issue we look at the history of the Troxy, report on the event held to 
celebrate its 80th birthday, and briefly check on progress with the installation in it 
of  Europe’s  largest  Wurlitzer  organ. 
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1933 to 1960 

The Troxy, Stepney was commissioned by Hyams 
& Gale Kinemas from George Coles FRIBA. In 1930 
he had designed the sister theatre to the Troxy 
the Trocadero, Elephant & Castle (3,453 seats). In 
Italian   renaissance   style,   “The   Troc”,   as   it   was 
affectionately known, was acknowledged as one of 
the finest cinema buildings ever constructed in the 
UK, it was demolished in 1963. The equally large 
Art Deco style Troxy (3,520 seats) is the best 
preserved  of  Coles’  extant  cinema  designs  that  still  
operates as an entertainment venue. The theatre 
was constructed on the site of a brewery at a cost 
of £250,000 - about £14.5 million today! 

The imposing frontage in 1933 

The main foyer - stairway to the circle  

The auditorium in 1933 

The Troxy opening show included the Band of the 
Scots Guards, Paramount News, supporting 
feature The Mind Reader, resident organist Bobby 
Pagan at the Mighty Wurlitzer and the main 
feature the recently released King Kong. Value for 
money was the policy of the Hyams brothers Phil, 
Sid and Mick and their partner Major Gale! 

Facilities included 11 dressing rooms and a stage 
of 55ft x 30ft including 3 revolves plus a full grid. 
An orchestra lift, piano lift to stage left and organ 
console lift to stage right were also provided. This 
allowed cine-variety to be presented and lavish 
shows including two feature films were presented 
up to the outbreak of war. After the war stage 
presentations were more limited but included 
pantomimes, ballet and even circuses. 
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In use as London Opera Centre with one set on 
the auditorium floor and another behind the 

proscenium 

1963 - The London Opera Centre 

After the closure of the Troxy the original Wurlitzer 
organ was sold and split up for parts. In 1961 
planning permission was granted for the Troxy to 
be converted into a warehouse, but, fortunately, 
this never happened. 

In 1963, after three years of closure, the building 
was taken over as the home for the London Opera 
Centre. The Opera Centre was a venture 
sponsored by the Arts Council and managed by 
the Royal Opera House. In truth, the facility was a 
full size rehearsal space, scenery workshops, 
rehearsal rooms, lecture rooms, and costume 
store for Covent Garden. 

The building was adapted by the George Coles 
architectural practice with: 
 Major changes to the entrance foyer areas 

removing many original features 
 Under circle area partitioned from the 

auditorium for scenery workshops 
 Rear circle area split in two as lecture 

theatres 
 Front circle seating retained for 500 
 Stalls floor from the circle forward levelled to 

the stage with hardwood finishing (assumed 
to be for ballet rehearsals) 

 Stage equipment retained and used 
 Projection suite converted into a flat  
 Rehearsal rooms built in the basement 

waiting area 
 Rehearsal rooms built in the circle foyer area 

and above the main foyer. 
Covent Garden stayed until 1990, initially training 
singers, most famously Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, 
conducting rehearsals and staging occasional 
performances. In later years the building was only 
used for storage and scenery building. 

The enlarged stage in use for a rehearsal 
by the Covent Garden Company 

The proscenium arch and organ chamber grilles 
The console of the original Wurlitzer By 1960 cinema audiences and the local 

population were reducing. The  Troxy closed its 
doors for the last time on 19th November 1960 
with the double bill Hello London and The Siege of 
Sidney Street. It faced an uncertain future. 



 

 www.trocadero-wurlitzer.org - for the latest news and pictures  3

The Troxy at Eighty 

On the 10th September 2013 a celebratory event 
was held at the Troxy to mark its 80th birthday. 
Leading up to this more renovation and restoration  
work had been completed since the beginning of 
the year. The entire foyer and stalls area, some 
100 square metres, was recarpeted in keeping 
with the Art Deco interior and the faience tiled 
frontage refurbished. This included reinstating  
signage, in the original style and positions, above 
the canopy and feature windows and on the side 
elevation facing towards the City of London. 

1991 - Listing and Bingo 

Use as the London Opera Centre ensured that in 
January 1991 the Troxy was given Grade II listed 
status by English Heritage. The listing includes not 
only the external and internal architectural 
features, but the foyer onyx and marble floors and 
the stage equipment, which remain in place today 
but covered over. In September 1992, following 
refitting and refurbishment, the Troxy opened to 
the public as a bingo club.  

In mid-2006 the Troxy was acquired by its present 
owners and now operates as a multi-purpose 
entertainment venue. Public areas have been 
modernised and state of the art stage lighting and 
sound equipment has been introduced. In June 
2010 agreement was reached with The Cinema 
Organ Society to install the largest Wurlitzer to 
come to Europe, the Trocadero Wurlitzer. 

The restored frontage with new lighting and signs 

The Troxy has established itself as a successful 
London entertainment venue and the theatre 
management and staff take great pride in the 
heritage of this remarkable survivor from the 
‘golden  era’  of  cinema.  Long  may  this  continue. 

The birthday event included live entertainment 
reflecting the history of the theatre and a showing 
of  the  opening  film  RKO’s  King Kong. 

Although the organ itself is still being installed, the 
organ console had pride of place in front of the 
stage, and a short video presentation was shown 
explaining the history of the Trocadero Wurlitzer 
and how it is now being installed in the Troxy. 
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Progress on the Wurlitzer 
In the Lower Main chamber the tremulant for this 
part  of   the  organ  has  been   installed.  The  organ’s  
tremulants provide the characteristic vibrato 
sound of a theatre organ. With winding of the 
chamber complete, all of the wind regulators have  
now been set to supply air at the correct pressures 
to the different sets of pipes. 

Upstairs in the Upper Main chamber winding of the 
various components has been completed and work 
to install the tremulants has begun. 

Wiring of the whole of the Main organ is now 
being finalised. 

Photos in this issue courtesy of: Nigel Laflin, David Reed, John Leeming and Graham Noble 
Edited by Graham Noble 

How You Can Help 
With work well underway to restore and install the 
Wurlitzer, we are pressing ahead with the 
restoration of more parts so that installation can 
progress continuously. Topping-up the fund now 
will not only enhance the organ, but enable all of 
the work necessary to be completed as quickly as 
possible so that the Wurlitzer can play again. 

You can donate online or download a donation 
form by visiting our website: 

 www.trocadero-wurlitzer.org 

Don’t   forget   that   Gift   Aiding   your   contribution   
significantly increases the value of your donation.  
 
Another really helpful way of supporting the 
project is to consider donating by standing order. 
The knowledge that we have a steady inflow of 
funds is a tremendous boost. 

Why not download a form from our website?                

 

Left: Two of the tremulants for  the 
Upper Main chamber positioned for 
final installation 

The organ console in the spotlight 
September 2013 


