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On With The Wind 
Over the last two months a very important job has been tackled, one which 
changes the static pipe-chests, regulators and other parts now installed in the 
Main organ chambers into the interconnected parts of a pipe organ, namely 
installing the wind connections between the various components.  

Within  the  chambers  “winding”,  as  it  is  known,  involves  cutting  numerous  lengths  
of plastic supply pipe; making many joints to the flanges that secure the supply 
pipes to the components, and also making leather gaskets to seal the flanges to 
the components. Outside the chambers the wind must be supplied from the 
blower to the two Main organ chambers using large diameter steel trunking and 
this has also been installed. 
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Wind Supply to the Main Chambers  
The installation team had already put in place a 
large windbox that will supply wind from the Main 
side blower to both organ chambers. This located 
on the outside of the chamber walls. 

The addition of 12 inch diameter trunking from the 
blower, through the blower room floor, and on to 
both of the organ chambers, through openings 
provided in the wall of each chamber at floor level, 
was accomplished over a three day work session. 

Below Left: The supply trunking from the 
blower to the windbox 
 
Below Right: Connection of the chambers 
to the windbox underway. 

Right: The wind supply trunking to the 
Main chambers installed in the Blower 
Room. 
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Above: Original wooden wind trunks 
that conduct the air from the wind 

regulators directly into the pipe chests 

Winding the Lower and Upper Main 
Chambers 

This task involves installing the wind supply 
trunking between the regulators, which supply 
wind to the pipes at specific pressures, and 
the windchests and other components.  
 
This is rather like solving a jigsaw puzzle where 
you have to make some of the pieces as you go 
along. This is because each connection is different 
in terms of run length, bends and angles. 
Consequently, this is a task which will take a while 
to complete. 

Once the lengths of tubing are in place many will  
need to be firmly supported so that they are 
unable to move when filled with air.  

Examples of the pipe runs needed 
within the chambers 
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The Power Control System 

Another important milestone that has been 
reached is the completion of the organ power 
control system. Tim Moody assisted by Graham 
Noble completed the installation and 
commissioning of the system during the second 
half of June. The system allows the whole organ to 
be started with a single button press, that 
switches on three blowers, three organ power 
supply units and other ancillary equipment. Thank 
you Tim for all the time and effort you have put 
into this. 

Our photo on the right shows the main system 
control unit during installation and below the unit 
ready for action. Under normal circumstances the 
organ will be switched on from the remote control 
panel. This is located backstage and indicator 
lamps not only show whether the organ is running, 
but also indicate that a fault has occurred. In the 
latter situation the indicators on the main control 
panel provide more information on what is wrong. 

Upper Main Shutters 

The restored mechanisms for the swell shutters in 
the Upper Main chamber have now been installed. 
See our photo on the right. The pneumatic motors 
that open each shutter were connected to the 
blades themselves, and the springs, which hold 
each shutter closed, attached to the blades and 
initially adjusted. 

Below: The remote control station 
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Wiring of the Organ Continues 

Progress continues to be made with work to wire-
up the Main organ chambers. In the Main 
chambers themselves electronic relay boards are 
now installed and all the windchest wiring 
complete. Next the windchests must be connected 
to the relays. 

In addition, the team have connected the long (80 
foot) multi-way cable that links the relays in the 
Main organ chambers to a terminal board located 
in the original under-stage area. Here two similar 
cables from the Solo organ are also terminated 
and the connections to both halves of the organ 
united into a single cable to the organ console. 

Photos in this issue courtesy of: Nigel Laflin, David Reed and Graham Noble 
Edited by Graham Noble 

How You Can Help 
With work well underway to restore and install the 
Wurlitzer, we are pressing ahead with the 
restoration of more parts so that installation can 
progress continuously. Topping-up the fund now 
will not only enhance the organ, but enable all of 
the work necessary to be completed as quickly as 
possible so that the Wurlitzer can play again. 

You can donate online or download a donation 
form by visiting our website: 

 www.trocadero-wurlitzer.org 

Don’t   forget   that   Gift   Aiding   your   contribution   
significantly increases the value of your donation.  
 
Another really helpful way of supporting the 
project is to consider donating by standing order. 
The knowledge that we have a steady inflow of 
funds is a tremendous boost. 

Why not download a form from our website?                

 

Left: Wired manual windchests in the 
Lower Main chamber before the chests 
are dropped back into place 

Manual windchest wiring in progress 


