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TIM BUTTERWORTH

 

During the early part of my playing career, I 

spent a few years as a team member in the 

Blackpool Tower complex – a time of my life, 

which allowed me to meet many personalities 

in the music industry, not to mention those of 

the public….  Blackpool was once regarded as 

the ‘Mecca’ of the organ world and for many 

years the public bar of the Cliffs Hotel on the 

North Shore housed a Mighty Baldwin organ, 

which was played by local celebrity musician 

Peter Jebson.  Peter would often invite fellow 

organists to deputise on that coveted bench and 

one such young gentleman was the genial ‘Tim 

Butterworth’ who I met there way back in 

1991! 

To be honest, our paths did not cross again 

until we worked together at the excellent 

Eastbourne Music Festival back in April 2008.  I 

hadn’t seen Tim for around 17 years – yet it 

seemed that I had known him all my life…  Sure 

testimony to just what a nice guy he is!  

Anyway, enough of the ‘pleasantries’, what of 

the man and his wonderful music?!! 

Tim started to play the organ at the very tender 

age of just 4 years old!  He started formal piano 

lessons at the age of just 6 and amazingly, had 

attained his grade 8 by the age of 15!  Initially 

growing up in Gloustershire, he made his debut 

performance for an organ club aged 14.  

Advancing years saw him become more and 

more in demand right across the UK as a 

concert artiste on both pipes and electronics as 

well as being invited much further afield in 

Europe as a talented musician. 

 

Tim made frequent trips to Blackpool as a 

young man to watch and listen to the 

aforementioned organ star, Peter Jebson.  They 

have remained close friends ever since and it 

goes without saying that Tim has learned an 

enormous amount from Peter – another master 

musician in his own right with a total command 

of all keyboard instruments ranging from his 

Sunday church organ post, through to the 

theatre organ, piano and electronics to boot.  

Tim still keeps in regular touch with Peter, who 

whilst no longer undertaking his Cliffs Hotel 

Residency, continues to delight his audiences 

right around the UK. 
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I guess that one could label Tim as one of the 

few in the business who manage to combine a 

sense of ‘versatility’ with one of complete ‘open 

mindedness’.  He has regularly complimented 

his more formal activities with engagements to 

play in pubs and clubs – something that many 

of the current younger generation of artiste 

would do well to learn from.  Tim like many, 

was quick to realise that the ballroom and 

sequence dancing scene is a source of regular 

employment for suitably skilled musicians and 

as well as giving his many concerts and the like 

around the UK, he is in great demand as a 

master ‘dance musician’ in his own right with a 

string of such engagements right around the 

country. 

 

It was perhaps a combination of his ‘dance’ 

skills with his affinity with Blackpool that led to 

his engagements in recent years at the world 

famous Tower Ballroom.  His talents at the 

console of the Mighty Wurlitzer earned him 

many fans there and it was during this time that 

he and wife, Sam relocated for some time to 

Lytham St. Annes.  It is perhaps fitting that Tim 

now uses some of the ‘Total Transformation’ 

sampled sounds recorded from the Tower 

instrument in his own touring set-up.  This 

consists of a cleverly adapted Yamaha Tyros 2, 

together with second ‘MIDI’ keyboard along 

with Roland pedal board.  This gives him all the 

aural and visual effect of any typical stand alone 

organ, whilst allowing a sense of flexibility and 

portability which can only serve to make his 

‘gigging’ work load all the easier.  I was most 

impressed with Tim’s ‘demonstration tutorial’ 

which I sat in on down in Eastbourne and the 

way with which he clearly showed his audience 

the step by step procedures which he goes 

through to create his superb registrations on 

the Tyros 2.  One cannot fault Tim’s superb and 

diverse programme content with all manner of 

well executed favourites from those accurate 

theatre organ renditions through to the big 

band and march favourites to the finger busting 

‘Czardas’ from Monte along with Elvis Presley’s 

‘American Trilogy’ for good measure.  Surely, 

Music For All? 

 

Tim and Sam have now swapped life in the 

North West of England for a new one in the 

completely opposite location of rural Suffolk!  

He has many East Anglian engagements to keep 

him busy and as with all us travelling 

musicians, the postcode is quite irrelevant – as 

Jerry Allen once said; “Have Organ, Will 

Travel!!!” 

Here at Organfax, we have a very special place 

in our hearts for both Tim and Sam as they both 

spent a tremendous amount of their own time 

helping us with the collation of data for the new 

site during its inception.  We simply cannot 

begin to thank them enough, but for the record 

guys, your help was quite simply fantastic to 

say the least! 

A cursory glance at Tim’s Website 

www.timbutterworth.co.uk will reveal just how 

sought after his talents are.  I can thoroughly 

recommend a visit to see and hear him in 

action, a thoroughly nice guy and a thoroughly 

nice musician! 

 

Chris Powell, June 2009 
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