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OrganFax.co.uk Spotlight by Chris Powell 

Michael Wooldridge 

 

 

It is often said of many musicians and 

entertainers that they are a bit of a 'one trick 

pony'.....  This is a label that could never be 

applied to Michael Wooldridge, if ever there 

was a true blue 'all rounder', then this young 

gentleman would most definitely fit the bill.  

From the imposing controls of the largest 

cathedral organ to a keyboard rack within a 

pop group; Michael does it all - he does it well, 

too! 

 

2010 marked his 30th year in the 

entertainment industry.  His first paid concert 

was back in June 1980 which was also the year 

that saw him winning the coveted Young 

Theatre Organist Of The Year competition.  

Indeed, the Mighty Theatre Pipe Organ remains 

an instrument dear to his heart, which is 

perhaps reflected in the fact that constant 

invitations have kept appearing throughout the 

past 31 years for him to appear at countless 

such consoles the world over.  These have 

included all manner of venues ranging from the 

5-manual Compton of the Odeon Leicester 

Square, through to the dainty vintage Wurlitzer 

in Rye; an organ with which he is closely 

associated, not only as a performer but also as a 

principal tutor for the Rye Wurlitzer Accademy, 

a unique project where ordinary high-school 

pupils at Rye College are encouraged to learn 

theatre organ techniques as part of the their 

day to day education.   

 

Pictured above: Rye Wurlitzer Academy Student Jamyma 

Hanson makes her first concert appearance Jan 2011 

He is also electronic organ tutor at Sussex 

University. Outside of the UK, these Cinema 

Organ skills have taken him to all manner of 

countries with duties ranging from performing 

at the Theatre Organ Society Of Australia's 

Convention in Brisbane through to playing a 

series of private concerts in a Millionaire's 

Residence alongside Lake Zurich!  He was 

fortunate enough to have studied under 

legendary Theatre Organist Bobby Pagan, 
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whose superb musicianship and skills have 

certainly rubbed off on Michael with his present 

day skills. jhbikhbiksoghiskgigisgigigsigigigigsig  

 

Born and raised in Sussex, it was perhaps not 

surprising that the wonderful theatre organ 

installations around both there and London 

played a big part in his musical influence and 

even to this day, the large Wurlitzers of the 

Singing Hills Golf Club in Albourne as well as 

that of the East Sussex National Hotel, Uckfield 

and also the Hill Norman & Beard Organ in the 

Dome at Brighton are organs with which he has 

recently played to capacity crowds.  The Mighty 

Wurlitzer at the East Sussex National Hotel & 

Golf Centre is now the largest UK Theatre Organ 

with its 32 ranks.   

 

Pictured above: Playing the Preview Concert on the 4/32 

East Sussex National Wurlitzer 

Michael has been closely involved with the 

installation here and played the preview 

concert together with Len Rawle and is very 

soon to begin a series of Sunday afternoon tea 

dances.  Owner of the organ, Michael Hunt is 

also the custodian of the excellent Singing Hills 

Golf Club Wurlitzer, just down the road in 

Albourne.  Again it is fitting that Michael has 

enjoyed a very close connection here too, 

physically re-installing the organ to allow major 

improvements, and as well as being a frequent 

performer, is able to offer theatre organ tuition 

on the organ installed at Albourne - something 

that is very rarely possible these days with 

instruments often completely unavailable 

through the busy schedules and demands of the 

theatres and venues they are housed in..... 

 

Aside of the rather traditional and nostalgic 

connotations of the Mighty Wurlitzer and its 

counterparts, it is perhaps not surprising that 

Michael has subsequently become something of 

a 'master technician' on the more modern 

electronic cousins.  

 

Michael has enjoyed working as a celebrity 

concert artiste and demonstrator for the likes 

of Yamaha, Wersi and Hammond.  Most 

recently, he has become highly associated with 

the Roland Atelier range of organs and has 

gained something of a reputation for the 

amazing sounds he gains from the AT-15; which 

remains the baby of the range......   

 



OrganFax – Spotlight on Michael Wooldridge  -  3    

For more articles like this, the latest news and the world’s largest directory of Organ and Keyboard information, visit 
www.organfax.co.uk 

His latest project has been his new CD 

‘Virtualoso’ using the Paramount 332 Virtual 

Theatre Pipe Organ (pictured above). The diverse 

and rich sounds which he coaxes  are quite 

something to behold and perhaps no doubt this 

is why his engagement diary for electronic 

organ venues around the UK remains so active.  

Indeed, his aforementioned knowledge of these 

products sees him writing a monthly review 

column for the Organ & Keyboard Cavalcade 

Magazine.  Perhaps not as widely digested (nor 

perhaps as controversial!) as Jeremy Clarkson 

taking to the wheel on BBC's Top Gear, but to 

any avid home musician, the honest and frank 

opinions of such an expert as Michael will easily 

help any budding purchaser of a modern organ 

or keyboard to make the 'right' choice based on 

his honest appraisal of the individual products. 

 

 

Back in 1999, Michael and I teamed up to 

present a series of 'Sounds Spectacular' 

concerts at Burton Upon Trent Town Hall.  This 

stunning Midlands venue is home to a 

celebrated 8-rank Wurlitzer, along with 

excellent acoustics. Combining Yamaha EL-90 

with grand piano, we were thrilled to present a 

diverse show of duets as well as solo items, 

culminating in a thrilling Pomp & Circumstance 

Finale.  Latter presentations with the Roland 

Atelier brought even more diversity and for one 

such as myself being so used a rather 'lonely' 

solo life on the road, it was nothing short of 

inspirational to be teamed up such a wonderful 

'all rounder' and brilliant musician.  It's 

perhaps not surprising that Michael excels in all 

manner of different tasks - albeit playing for 

sequence dancing, or church pipes for a Sunday 

morning service, or even playing Hammond for 

a Gospel Service!  In short, no job too big, or too 

small - he can do it all!  It's perhaps true to say 

that in Michael's case it is possible to be a 

'master of all trades' - not just a jack of them!   

 

Many of his current performances are with 

talented percussionist Phil Solomon (pictured with 

Michael above) who as well as being a sought after 

teacher of drumming, remains a top flight 

exponent of the art.  In an age when we are all 

so used to the everyday use of automatic drum 

units/machines and all manner of computer 

driven drum patterns, it is a refreshing change 

to watch and listen to an organ show with a real 
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live drummer!  Not only because it is 'real', 

'acoustic' and 'refreshing', but also since Phil 

combines a wonderful sense of showmanship 

with musicality.....  Not quite the gymnastic 

actions of Eric Delaney, but enough to leave his 

audience spellbound by just what can be done 

by 2 wooden sticks!  Pure Magic! 

 

 

Since I first met Michael way back in 1993, we 

have always enjoyed a mutual enjoyment of the 

music of the shows - not surprising then that he 

has always tried whenever possible to travel up 

to the West End to catch a show.  I guess that 

there is no substitute for having such a 

knowledge of story lines, lyrics, emotions and 

mood portrayal - something that I often feel is 

neglected in many performances when folk 

simply put a copy on the music rest and 

proceed to play without any prior knowledge of 

where the music has come from, let alone the 

situation or story attached to its inclusion 

within the show....  As if it were simply 'meant 

to be', it was perhaps no surprise that Michael 

teamed up with magician and director 'Chris 

Gidney' in 2004.   The pair formed a brand new 

company by the name of 'That's Entertainment 

Productions' www.thatsentertainmentproductions.co.uk 

and to date, their productions have seen 

Michael in both a role as producer and musical 

director right around the UK in such hit 

productions as Liberace - Live From Las Vegas 

and Memories of the Black and White Minstrels, 

with the original stars, costumes and music 

from the record breaking TV and Stage show. 

 

Above: On stage with Black & White Minstrel, Bob Hunter 

Other projects have included Palladium 

Memories with Syd Little & 

The Amazing World of Professor Nutty which 

creates a world of song, magic and illusion for 

children of all ages, and their High Jinx Circus 

and Magic Roadshow has become a popular 

highlight in the school holidays.  

 

Following on from the success of their summer 

seasons, in 2011 they are delighted to be 

providing resident summer productions for the 

West Cliff Theatre, Clacton, where Michael will 

appear, and also at the Princess Theatre in 

Hunstanton.   
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Above: Michael & Phil Solomon on stage with the Clacton 

Summertime Special 2010. 

Not surprisingly, Michael has many dealings 

with all manner of celebrities and personalities 

alike including the aforementioned Syd Little of 

Little And Large fame as well as such folk as 

Paul Daniels, has played in front of HRH The 

Prince Of Wales and played piano for the 

Mantovani Orchestra.  

 

Above: Syd Little Appearing at Michael and Carole’s 

wedding party at Singing Hills Golf Club.       

As well as the high profile billboard 

presentations of Musicals and the like, Michael 

has also shown his hand at diversity once again 

with 2 years spent as keyboard player with the 

leading Madness Tribute Band 'Los Palmas 6'.  

This work took him not only around all 4 

corners of the UK, but also to the likes of 

Ireland and Dubai.  There are few musicians I'm 

sure, that simply can turn their hand to all this 

and do it with so much competence, flare and 

conviction! 

 

A visit to his website at 

www.michaelwooldridge.co.uk will quickly 

reveal his busy schedule along with the many 

different facets to this popular performers 

workload.  A glance down his engagements 

diary is sure to include a visit to a town near 

you before too long and if that doesn't happen, 

there is always a good probability that his 

music will be featured on Thursday night's 'The 

Organist Entertains' on BBC Radio 2 with Nigel 

Ogden! 

 

 

Above: Michael with step daughter Katie Newman and wife 

Carole after they sang in his ATOS Woking concert Jan 

2011. 

Married to Carole with 2 children both at home, 

Michael treasures his family time away from his 

punishing schedule.  A true gentleman and 

thoroughly great guy to have as a friend, 

Michael Wooldridge remains a true master of 

many musical fields and without doubt a name 

that will be on many a billboard for at least 

another 30 years! Watch out for knononobobob 

 

Chris Powell 

OrganFax.co.uk  February 2011 


