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Scarborough Rocks!

July the 3rd perhaps wasn’t the best of days for 
an indoor concert as the sun shone and the sea 
breeze made it very pleasant at the Yorkshire 
coast when, along with fellow members of North 
East Derbyshire Organ Society, I travelled to 
North Yorkshire for Andrew Nix and Tony Stace’s 
concert at The Scarborough Fair Collection.  

 

Our coach took us first to Filey where we were 
able to enjoy those excellent Yorkshire fish and 
chips in the glorious sunshine whilst being 
entertained by, oddly enough, a mechanical 
organ! From there a very short journey took us 
on to the venue where we met coach parties from 
other organ societies whose members had 
travelled for this special concert. We were 
welcomed by the sounds of the fairground as 
“The Gallopers” were in action providing free 
rides until the lights went down for this very 
special show. The Scarborough Fair Collection 
with its mechanical organs and two Wurlitzer 
pipe organs is always worth a visit but on this 
occasion they were joined by Andrew’s Roland 
Atelier AT900 and Tony’s trusty Yamaha HX-1 
with all the instruments being played throughout 
the show. 

 

It began with Andrew and Tony each playing one 
of the Wurlitzers and whilst it seemed 
particularly unusual to see Tony at the console, 
he performed effortlessly on both pipe organs. 

Both Andrew and Tony are noted for their 
humour and, as might be expected, there was 
plenty on this occasion! Great amusement was 
created when Andrew and Tony began dashing 
around the stage switching from organ to organ 
whilst playing and their seamless “Blackpool 
Tower style” changeover on the larger Wurlitzer 
drew appreciative applause. 

It was clear that the lads had put in a lot of effort 
in planning and arranging both the event and 
their performances and the result was a well-
produced, lively show which featured them 
playing together and solo.  Whilst I could not 
begin to list all the tunes played, the programme 
included a very wide range of music to suit 
everyone and was deserving of the huge support 
Andrew and Tony had received for this venture – 
something clearly evidenced by the rapturous 
applause which culminated in a standing ovation!  

I began my review by referring to this event a 
concert but it was, without doubt, a first-class 
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musical entertainment show in every sense of the 
word. 

It is sad to witness the continuing demise of 
many organ clubs and societies, so to see this 
superb venue packed with a capacity audience 
was heartening. Perhaps this is the way forward 
for the organ world? Certainly more well-
produced shows of this calibre presented in large 
and attractive venues might help keep our kind 
of music alive by introducing the delights of the 
organ scene to a more diverse audience. 
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