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ELIZABETH HARRISON

 

This month we turn our Spotlight on Elizabeth 

Harrison, one of the organ world’s female gems!   

This article sheds a little light on the lady and 

her music and her hobbies alike!  There’s more 

to this girl than her music alone! 

Down to earth, energetic, bubbly and cheerful, 

Elizabeth, at the age of only 32 certainly has a 

lot of achievements under her belt.    

Elizabeth’s performances are full of life and 

expression and her choice of music is 

interesting with lots of variety. Not a note of 

sheet music in sight. She loves every minute 

and feels right at home on stage.  

It is fair to say that Elizabeth has an action 

packed life. She can traditional sign paint, has a 

Higher National Diploma in Graphic Design. She 

holds a heavy goods class 1 license and is 

qualified to drive a coach. She thoroughly 

enjoys gardening and is qualified in it! Her main 

occupation is as a professional concert organist 

traveling Great Britain with her custom built 

ivory Yamaha EL900 organ.   

 

 

Above: Elizabeth’s beautiful home. 

Living in Chipping, part of the Ribble Valley in 

Lancashire, Elizabeth has many hobbies 

including collecting tractors and Homepride 

Fred advertising memorabilia. She is learning to 

spin wool and loves traditional crafts. Elizabeth 

just can’t sit still. Her favorite food is a 

homemade steak and kidney pie made with puff 

pastry made by mum! 

 

Above: Elizabeth’s on one of her many tractors! 

Born in Preston, Lancashire, and brought up on 

her family’s dairy farm, Elizabeth’s first 

introduction to music was at the age of 9 when 

her father Robin purchased a Howard Skyline 

organ for him to learn to play. It wasn’t long 

before Elizabeth was sat at the organ bench and 

Robin didn’t get a look in. Little did anyone 
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know at this stage that Elizabeth was going to 

go on to make music her main occupation. 

 

Above: Alan Venn, Elizabeth & teacher Jack Winston 

John Broadbent was Elizabeth’s first teacher 

(son of Blackpool Tower organist Ernest 

Broadbent). She then went on to have tuition 

from a local well-respected organist Jack 

Winston. It was Jack who first introduced 

Elizabeth to the organ clubs by taking her along 

to DIY nights at the Blackburn Home Organists 

Club. Jack to this day was Elizabeth’s 

inspiration. Elizabeth’s first performance on 

stage was at Blackburn Home Organist’s Club, 

she loved it and was full of confidence. In 1991, 

at the age of 14 Elizabeth entered the junior 

section of the North West Organist of the Year 

competition and she won. Elizabeth gained 

more confidence by performing at local organ 

festivals run by local organist Alan Venn.  

 

Elizabeth admired the theatre style of her 

teacher Jack and she strived to create a similar 

style of her own. She always found reading 

sheet music difficult and preferred to play 

without it. Elizabeth is typically known for her 

ability to play by ear. She can hear the song in 

her head as she plays. It is like having an in-

built personal hi-fi in her head.  She puts her 

own expressions and interpretations to music 

and makes it even better. 

 

Above: At one of her many theatre organ concerts 

On leaving school, Elizabeth went on to learn 

the art of traditional signwriting. She studied at 

Blackburn College for 2 years then went on to 

study for a further 2 years to get her HND in 

Graphic Design. In the evenings, Elizabeth 

would enjoy playing the organ, committing 

hundreds of pieces of music to memory, which 

led to her playing the organ for ballroom 

sequence dances.  

Elizabeth has had quite a few makes and 

models of instruments over the years and her 

father supported her by upgrading her 

instrument for something a little better every 

few years. Today Elizabeth owns an Ivory 

Yamaha EL900, two stunning Yamaha ELX1 

organs, 3 Yamaha EL90’s, 2 Technics GX7’s and 

a Korg i3 keyboard. 
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I have been fortunate in having been friends 

with Liz and her family since the early 90’s.  

Indeed, my former home-town of Burnley was 

only some 12 miles or so from her original 

family home, so it wasn’t uncommon to catch 

up with the gang on a very regular basis!  I 

always admired the fact that to this day, 

Elizabeth and her family attend local organ 

shows wherever possible and her dad, Robin, is 

always keen to lend a hand at the end of the 

night when it comes to that most unenviable 

job of ‘humping gear’! 

I most recently caught up with Liz at the Sand 

Bay Festival earlier this month where, as usual, 

she was delighting both listening and dancing 

audiences alike with her tuneful, well-executed 

music and warm engaging personality.  Indeed, 

it is the latter, complete with her frequent tales 

of life on the farm and road that summon many 

a smile from the crowd!  Her audiences love to 

see the fruits of her hobbies too, with 

‘Homepride Fred’ becoming a most familiar 

sidekick at her shows! 

Versatility is certainly the name of the game 

where Liz is concerned.  She has somehow 

managed to combine the skills of accurate 

musicality with entertainment as well as being 

equally at home on any manner of makes and 

models over the years as well as pipes.  Looking 

back, I remember sitting as a judge in the 

aforementioned ‘North West Organist Of The 

Year’ Competition back in 91’ with dear friend 

and colleague: Alan Venn and also the most 

talented and genial Graeme Wright (now 

enjoying the delights of retirement in 

Cornwall!).  Liz was one of the contestants and 

showed no sense of difficulty whatsoever in 

delivering a faultless feast of musical dexterity.  

Little wonder then that she has followed her 

chosen career path in music with such great 

success. 

Today Elizabeth is fully committed to her 

musical career. She spends much of her time 

playing for concerts including theatre organ 

concerts, which are always well received. She is 

fully motivated and loves nothing more than 

learning new material to play in her concerts. 

Elizabeth also loves playing for dancing. 

“Playing for organ societies is enjoyable and 

rewarding. I really enjoy the journey in the car 

to concerts. I think I know most of the garden 

centres in the UK. My car roof box is sometimes 

packed with plants. I get a real sense of 

satisfaction when performing and always think 

of my encouraging family and my late organ 

teacher Jack during performances. It is often 

commented that I close my eyes when playing. 

Though I am thinking of the tune I am also 

thinking about my home life and, well, allsorts! 

Meeting new friends and visiting new places is 

a very satisfying part of my job.” 

Elizabeth hopes to accomplish her ambition of 

owning an Allen George Wright Renaissance 

organ and installing it in, perhaps a refurbished 

barn. Quite a lot of saving up to do first!   
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