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£250,000 APPEAL TARGET ACHIEVED!!! 
The Trustees of The Trocadero Wurlitzer Trust are delighted to announce 
that the “Tank Up The Troc” appeal has not only raised the £250,000 
sought to complete the Trocadero To Troxy project, but exceeded the 
target by more than £12,000. They extend their grateful thanks to all the 
individuals and organisations that have generously supported the appeal 
and enabled this substantial amount to be raised in just two and a half 
years.  
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The Project Leader Explains 

It is with immense gratitude that we can report 
this month that we have Tanked up the Troc, thus 
reaching the target figure! A fantastic 
achievement, and a great vote of confidence in a 
project that is rapidly shaping results. Our deepest 
thanks to all. 

When we originally budgeted the project, we had 
no idea of the magnificent support we would get, 
and consequently kept our expectations in check 
regarding the project scope. We didn't include a 
number of 'Nice to Have' items; these include 
detailed professional pipework restoration, tonal 
finishing by the top experts, and the hardware 
needed for the added String Celeste rank in the 
Solo organ. A number of people have already 
generously sponsored part of the costs of these 
activities, but to complete them we still have a 
lesser but achievable gap to close.  

We have therefore decided to go the extra mile, 
and ask for your help again with a target of 
£25,000. The good news here is that, late in the 
day, we have already received donations totalling 
just over £12,000, so the gap to close for those 
"Nice to Haves" is already under £13,000. This will 
enable us to 'Top up the Tank' and get these 'Nice 
to Have' extras done now, rather than later when 
it would be far more disruptive. 

On a practical note, the other great news to report 
is that the intense level of activity undertaken in  

The organ console in the Troxy 

Next Steps 

Recently, it has been identified that some 
additional work could be completed by the project, 
and that it would be advantageous for this to be 
carried out before the Wurlitzer plays for the first 
time. Consequently, and as the appeal to date has 
generated additional funds, the Trustees have 
decided to add this work to the project. This is 
explained in more detail below by project leader 
John Abson. The extra work requires an additional 
£25,000 of funding, of which about half is already 
to hand, and a second appeal has now been 
launched to raise the outstanding amount.  

January, when over 60 man-days of site work 
enabled the structural installation of the Lower 
Main chamber and the first phase of the Solo 
structural installation to take place. We also 
continued with the power installation, and in a 
very significant step, powered up the newly 
assembled Main chamber blower. These 
achievements now allow us to continue on a 
number of parallel installation activities; for 
example making up chest cables and starting on 
the trunking that carries wind to the various parts 
of the organ. 

When will the organ play? I hear you ask. The 
success of the 'January Campaign' was due to our 
ability to gain access to the building in a quiet 
period. This is difficult to forecast in a working 
building like the Troxy, but with the current 
outlook and commitment by the theatre owners, 
we aim to get the first sounds from the instrument 
during the fourth quarter of 2013. A lot of 
preparation work takes place off-site, and our 
budget allows for professional installation help to 
work at maximum speed when access is possible. 
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Below: Views of the Lower Main chamber 
during installation in January 2013 
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How You Can Help 
With work well underway to restore and install the 
Wurlitzer, we are pressing ahead with the 
restoration of more parts so that installation can 
progress continuously. Topping-up the fund now 
will not only enhance the organ, but enable all of 
the work necessary to be completed as quickly as 
possible so that the Wurlitzer can play again. 

You can donate online or download a donation 
form by visiting our website: 

 www.trocadero-wurlitzer.org 

Don’t forget that Gift Aiding your contribution  
significantly increases the value of your donation.  
 
Another really helpful way of supporting the 
project is to consider donating by standing order. 
The knowledge that we have a steady inflow of 
funds is a tremendous boost. 

Why not download a form from our website?                

 

Right: The first windchest installed in the 
Solo chamber in January 2013  

Right: Part of the Upper Main chamber, 
installed in July 2012 
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