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ANDREW NIX 

 

 

My first encounter with Andrew 

was as an audience member when 

he came to my original hometown 

of Burnley, Lancs to play a concert 

back in the late 1980’s.  We were 

both in our late teens and I can 

clearly remember being thrilled 

with the wonderful mastery he 

gave at the time on the Hammond 

Organ. I was also impressed by his 

confident, yet youthful command 

of the stage as an entertainer, one 

would not have been aware that 

he was indeed just past school 

leaving age – he had all the 

professionalism and command 

that might have been expected 

from someone considerably 

older….  Here we are some 20+ 

years on and I am thoroughly 

‘chuffed’ (to use a popular 

northern adjective!) to have this 

guy as both a close friend and 

colleague in the music industry.   

Born just outside of Selby, North 

Yorks in 1968, Andrew’s interest 

in organ music began when he 

was 10 years old.  In fact it was his 

mother’s instrument that saw his 

first ever encounter with the 

organ by way of a ‘hands on’ 

approach when he started to learn 

a selection of Christmas Carols in 

the middle of summer!  

Professional tutoring quickly 

ensued and by the time he was 17, 

he had already been appointed 

organist and M.D for a theatrical 

group performing at Butlins on 

Barry Island.  A further 4 seasons 

were spent appearing for the 

chain of holiday establishments 

before Andrew decided to enter 

into the world of a freelance 

organist in order to satisfy the 

ever increasing number of 

engagements coming from both 

electronic and theatre organ 

venues.  This side of the business 

has been his ‘staple diet’ ever 

since with any cursory glance of 

his concert diary revealing just 

how popular he is on the concert 

circuit.  It goes without saying that 

this popularity is down to many 

factors, but the two that initially 

jump out have to be his 

combination of superb 

musicianship backed up with 

being a consummate entertainer 

and comedian!  In fact, I would 

suggest that Andrew would be 

able to hold his own on the stage 

of any theatre with just a 

microphone in his hand – let alone 

a music score!   

His professionalism is reflected in 

the fact that he spends countless 

hours both researching and 

rehearsing (often in his head) his 

comedy material. 

 

What’s more, Andrew is one of 

those rare performers with the 

ability to ‘tread the boards’ as a 

comic with such a warmness and 

friendliness, which at no time ever 

offends nor insults his audience.  

In fact, it is this uncanny ability 

which has earned him numerous 

tongue-in-cheek nicknames such 

as ‘Nixy, naughty but nice’! 

Humour aside, Andrew has firmly 

established himself as one of the 

top performers on the concert 

circuit so far as his musicianship 

goes. His previous period of 

touring with Technics products 

saw the brand name usurped back 

in the year 2000 when he 

embarked on a relationship with 

fellow Japanese manufacturer, 

Roland, which has lasted ever 

since. Andrew quickly fell in love 

with the richness of the ‘Atelier’ 

range of instruments and 

currently tours with the state-of-

the-art flagship AT-900C model.  
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His superbly executed repertoire 

encompasses all manner of styles 

and sounds from classics through 

to pop, with some exceptionally 

realistic theatre organ 

registrations via the medium of 

the Roland – which is not 

surprising given his years of 

experience on the pipes side of the 

industry with performances on 

just about all the major UK 

installations including the 

Blackpool Tower Ballroom 

Wurlitzer.   

 

A smart and flamboyant dress 

sense completes the picture and it 

is perhaps no surprise that he 

constitutes the ‘headline’ act at so 

many weekend festival events.  

Andrew’s talents as a keyboard 

musician go way beyond the 

boundaries of concert music as he 

is an extremely confident and 

sought after ballroom dance 

musician, a consummate ‘backer’ 

of vocal artistes and still finds 

time to undertake an annual 

appointment as both musical 

director and performer for an 

annual pantomime in North Yorks. 

He has a superb portfolio of CD 

recordings to his credit, with his 

latest albums ‘Thank You For The 

Music’ and ‘Crazy Rhythm’ due to 

debut as this article goes to press. 

Probably his biggest career move 

and ‘change of pace’ to date came 

a few short years ago when he 

decided to team up with his long 

time friend from the circuit, the 

one and only ‘Tony Stace’.  It 

wasn’t long before the ‘duo’ 

became sought after as a double 

act in their own right and the list 

of requests from venues to engage 

the joint efforts of two superb 

musicians and funny men became 

longer and longer.   

 

In early 2007, the two embarked 

on their most ambitious project to 

date when T&A Events was 

formed.  Under this guise, Tony 

and Andrew now market an 

annual programme of superb 

musical holiday events using a 

combination of two excellent 

venues; the luxurious Elmbank 

Hotel in the delightful city of York 

and also the fabulous Mill Rythe 

Holiday Village on Hampshire’s 

beautiful Hayling Island.  The 

latter event is run in conjunction 

with Bristol’s ‘Swift Music’ Store 

and, like the York event, sees both 

Tony and Andrew performing, 

hosting, stage managing and 

generally ensuring the guests are 

enjoying themselves. They 

certainly have the finest line up of 

top class entertainers, which 

makes these events so popular 

with guests returning event after 

event.  As a regular performer for 

the duo myself, I can thoroughly 

recommend a visit to either York 

or Mill Rythe. Marie and I have 

spent time at several of their 

events and the atmosphere is 

always electric to say the least and 

the feedback from the attendees 

has been marvelous.  Andrew and 

Tony have already recorded a 

joint album entitled ‘Happy Music’ 

featuring a programme of both 

solo and duet items, whilst a 

sequel album ‘More Happy Music’ 

is due to be released by the pair 

later this month. 

Andrew still resides in his 

hometown of Selby, where he 

lives with his charming wife, Lisa 

and three delightful daughters, 

Stacey, Melissa and Ashleigh.  

Working as an extremely qualified 

veterinary nurse, Lisa was 

recently awarded Veterinary 

Healthcare Advisor of the Year, 

sponsored by Hill's Nutritional 

Foods.   

 

It goes without saying that they all 

make up an extremely charming 

and delightful family and have 

been a pleasure to know socially 

over the years.   

Family life aside, it is without a 

doubt the rich music and happy-

go-lucky stage banter that endear 

so many to Andrew.  If you haven’t 

yet managed to attend one of his 

concerts or a T&A event, then I 

can strongly suggest a visit. 

A perfect tonic in every sense 

of the word…… 

Chris Powell, April 2009 

OrganFax.co.uk      
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