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Installation Continues at the Troxy  
As we have reported previously, during the last months of 2012 the restoration of 
the remainder of the Main organ was a priority for the project; as well as preparing 
other important items such as blowers and electrical equipment for assembly and 
installation. This was done to target a quiet period at the Troxy in January 2013 
that has allowed a great deal of installation work to take place. 

On Saturday 12th January a team assembled at the Troxy to begin installation. This 
was the start of two and a half weeks of continuous work, that included the initial 
installation of the organ in the Lower Main chamber, the assembly of the Discus 
blower for the Main organ and the assembly of the Solo organ main frame. 
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Lower Main Chamber 
Robert Rowley and Andrew Barham led the 
installation of the Lower Main chamber. The first 
job was to layout and assemble the ground frame. 
Once this was complete the windchests, that carry 
the larger pipes, were positioned and fixed around 
the walls.  

Meanwhile other members of the team began final 
preparation of pipe racks that support the large 
wooden pedal pipes, ready for them to be fixed to 
the chamber walls. 

The first level of the building frame assembled 
with one of the 4-rank windchests in place 

An off-note chest in position next to the left of 
the open door with another being assembled 

Assembling the ground frame 

Next the building frame was erected ready to 
support the two large windchests that each carry 
four ranks of pipes. These were then fixed in 
place. 
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Main Organ Blower Assembly 
Whilst the installation of the Lower Main chamber 
was underway, upstairs in the blower room John 
Abson and Graham Noble assembled the blower 
for the Main organ. 

The blower consists of an electric motor which 
drives five fans housed in heavy cast iron 
chambers. The process of assembly involves 
locating each fan on the drive shaft in the correct 
position and progressively building up the 
machine, as well as fitting the bearing units for 
the shaft and the coupling to the motor.   

The unit has been given an initial run and now 
requires final adjustments to ensure it runs 
smoothly and develops the maximum amount of 
wind. 

Left –  
The first section of 
the blower assembled 

The final phase of work consisted of preparing the 
components that supply wind to the pipe chests. 
This involved assembling the wind regulators to 
the windbox and then positioning the assembly to 
allow wooden “J” trunking to connect between the 
regulators and the two 4-rank windchests. 

Right -  
The completed blower 

The second phase of work consisted of cleaning 
and repairing wooden pedal pipework onsite; 
erecting additional chamber framing; installing the 
second 4-rank manual windchest; placing the 
cleaned pedal Bordon pipes on their windchests 
around the walls, and installing some of the Flute 
pipes that had been cleaned.  

Bordon pipes along the walls, Flute on the right 
and the two 4-rank windchests centre 

Windbox and regulators in their initial position 
as the “J” trunking is prepared for installation 
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The walkways for the upper level 
were added 

Solo Chamber 
On the other side of the theatre the largest 
members of the Solo organ frame were given a 
series of coats of shellac over a number of days.  

Once the frame was fully dry work began to erect 
the very large frame that supports the principal 
organ components on two levels in the 18 foot 
high chamber.  

First the ground frame was assembled 

The top of the main frame section was then 
secured into the steel cross member supporting 
the upper set of swell shutters 

Then the first section of the main 
frame was erected 

The first 4-rank windchest was then fixed in 
place on the lower level of the frame 
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Photos in this issue courtesy of: David Reed, John Abson, Graham Noble  
Edited by Graham Noble 

How You Can Help 
With work underway to install the Wurlitzer, we 
are pressing ahead with the restoration of yet 
more parts so that installation can progress 
continuously. Contributing to the fund now will 
help to maintain progress on the project and 
enable all the work necessary to be completed. 

You can donate online or download a donation 
form by visiting our website: 

 www.trocadero-wurlitzer.org 

Don’t forget that Gift Aiding your contribution  
significantly increases the value of your donation.  
 
Another really helpful way of supporting the 
project is to consider donating by standing order. 
The knowledge that we have a steady inflow of 
funds is a tremendous boost. 

Why not download a form from our website?                

 
Registered Charity: 1136958 

The new carpet pattern reflects the Art Deco 
‘fountain’ design of the organ chamber grilles, 
pictured on the right 

Thanks 
The Trust would like to thank everyone involved in completing the significant amount of work done in 
January: John Abson, Graham Noble, Robert Rowley, Andrew Barham, Tim Moody, David Reed, Nigel 
Laflin, Kevin Jones, John Leeming, John Smallwood and Bernard Tilley. 

Out with the Old in with the New 
During the second half of January the Troxy 
began a programme of refurbishment with the 
replacement of the theatre carpeting. This 
represents a considerable investment, and as you 
can see from our photos taken during fitting, the 
result is going to be magnificent. 


