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It’s 12 months now since yours 

truly started touring with the 

brand new Roland Atelier AT-

900C for all my concerts and 9 

years since Roland approached 

me to play their product by 

way of a freelance 

demonstrator and wow, where 

does the time go?!  Back in 

2000, several folk quizzed me 

as to the change from playing 

Yamaha products (which I'd 

done since turning pro) to the 

Roland, it is now most 

interesting to note that Roland 

are one of an elite group of 

companies still producing 

organs and what's more, still 

coming up with a state of the 

art product and continuing to 

enjoy successful sales right 

across the globe.   

 The belief of Roland's founder 

Mr Kakahashi is that the organ 

is still the 'king of instruments' 

- a fact which seems to be 

somewhat ignored by other 

manufacturers in this day of 

mass producing small products 

in cardboard boxes! 

 

Pictured above: Tony Fenelon and 

Roland guru, Mr. Kakahashi 

Traditionally, Roland ‘home 

organs’ have been fairly solid, 

highly polished items of 

household furniture. I addition 

to this range they now also 

offer a portable version called 

the AT-900C and it is this that I 

am using for my shows, along 

with the likes of Andrew Nix, 

David Thomas, Ian House and 

Tim Flint.  So far as the solid 

home organs go the company 

have also launched the spinet 

model AT-800 and the rather 

classy 'horseshoe' design AT-

900 and just recently the 

impressive entry level models, 

the AT100, AT300 and AT500 

pictured below. 

 

Now to the technical bit, I'm 

sure you're all wondering, well 

what's new?! First of all, 

(cabinet design aside) the 

observer will notice the huge 

colour touch screen in the 

centre of the main panel.  This 

comes by way of feedback from 

customers over the last 15 

years or so - many with poor 

eyesight will appreciate the 

large TV like screen.  Along 

with this comes a new function 

to Roland called VIMA.  In short 

it is now possible to buy 

software (not unlike midi files) 

where a particular piece of 

music is backed up with an 

appropriate video presentation 

eg. the Manhattan skyline for 

the piece Manhattan etc.  You 

can then link this to your TV or 

projector - the possibilities are 

endless.   

 

Another major addition is that 

of drawbars or 'harmonic tone 

bars' as Roland like to call 

them.  This is of course part of 

the amazing renaissance that 

the Hammond, tonewheel style 

organ is enjoying at present.  In 

short, everybody is familiar 

with the idea of having tab 

buttons for their electronic 

organ sound (flutes/tibias), 
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drawbars allow you to have a 

full degree of volume control 

for each individual flute tab 

voice ie. 16', 8', 4 etc.  

Previously we could only 

access this function through 

the screen but they are now 

situated above the upper 

keyboard.  

 

Most importantly, every sound 

which was previously available 

on the old range of Atelier is 

still on the new, but each one 

has been significantly 

enhanced with a better sample 

rates /audio improvement etc.  

For example, the continually 

praised grand piano voice just 

got better and I think it's fair to 

say that it would shame quite a 

few acoustic instruments!  Also 

all of the styles and backings 

have been updated and revised, 

as have been the drums.  Many 

people comment about the 

wonderful theatre organ 

sounds of the Atelier, these too 

have been significantly updated 

under the supervision of Tony 

Fenelon and are really quite 

stunning!  On top of all of this, 

of course there are many new 

sounds as well.  Most 

impressive of these has surely 

got to be the Voice Articulate 

section.  In short, this section 

comprises the likes of cello, 

violin, saxophone etc and while 

these instruments sound just 

like the real thing, it is the way 

that they behave when played 

on the keyboard, which is the 

truly impressive bit.  It is now 

possible to bend/slide between 

the notes as a violinist would 

(this works going up or down 

the keyboard) and in effect 

enables us to play notes in 

between the cracks (if you 

like!) without having to worry 

about using pitch bend wheels 

and kick switches etc.  Finally, 

the D-BEAM feature is an 

invisible laser beam over on 

the left hand side, which when 

you hover your hand over and 

break the beam can be 

programmed to give a jangle of 

the wind chimes, shimmer of 

the cymbal, cymbal crash or 

even temporarily change the 

pitch!  Very clever and a whole 

heap of fun!  Folk now and 

again tell me that no one's 

making organs any more - take 

it from me that this isn't the 

case and what's more they've 

never been this good! 

Chris Powell, February 2009 

OrganFax.co.uk 

 

 

 


