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THE START OF A NEW 

JOURNEY by Paul Pilbrow 

 

The journey started in early January 2007 when 

my wife, Val, was admitted into hospital for 

checkups.  I was sadly told the prognosis on her 

condition was approximately 4 weeks.  

Somehow I had to project myself beyond the 

inevitable day – but how? 

One of the many things we shared was our love 

of music, especially organ music, and invariably 

our evenings would end with me on our home 

organ.  At the end of an evening Val would 

always say ‘Is that it? ....’,‘concert over?....’ 

On February 11th Val died and I said to myself 

‘no the concerts are not over…!’  At this point 

without realizing, I was actually setting out on a 

new journey, one which would enable me to 

share the experiences in spirit with my wife.  I 

received an organ pipe adoption certificate 

from Lincoln Cathedral Fundraising 

Department in memory of Val.  My thanks to my 

elder daughter and her husband for organizing 

this unique memory. 

I phoned the Fundraising team as I hoped to 

visit Lincoln Cathedral to hear the organ, and if 

possible to actual get my fingers on the keys.  

Monday August 6th 2007 I had the pleasure of 

playing the Father Willis Organ, it was like a 

dream come true, and I felt that I was sharing 

the occasion, in spirit with Val.  My thanks to 

John Gull who was on hand to answer my 

various questions.  Thanks to John, I was able to 

concentrate on playing whilst enjoying the full 

range of voices as he swiftly operated the 

various registration stops.  This became quite 

an adventure, especially when he started  

 

selecting the various ’mutation’ stops – in fact 

for a few seconds I was convinced that I was 

playing the wrong notes (perhaps I was!!).  

My thanks to everyone I met.  There was such 

warmth, a quality sadly missing in our lives 

these days.  Of course Fiona Howick and Mick 

Philp were my first contact points and again I 

am indebted to them for their attention to 

detail which ensured my visit achieved my 

dream.  It did! 

My sincere thanks again to one and all……. 

This article was originally featured in the 

Lincoln Cathedral Times magazine - Winter 

2007.  My thanks to the Lincoln Cathedral for 

the appropriate permission for this article to 

now appear on the OrganFax website. 

My ‘journeys’ will continue…..!

 


