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Building a dream 

 

 

After a gap of nearly 4 years, I 

was persuaded onto the stage 

by John Romero for his festival 

in Eastbourne at the end of 

2007 where we staged a Mark 

Shakespeare tribute show with 

Alan Ashton. I thoroughly 

enjoyed the event, especially 

catching up with old friends. 

The guy daft enough to help me 

carry the instrument on this 

occasion, Chris Barr, had 

recently set himself up as the 

Böhm dealer for the UK and 

invited me to visit Germany 

with him to collect his new 

instrument shortly after the 

Eastbourne event. 

Many years ago I used to visit 

Böhm in Germany fairly 

regularly.  At one time being 

involved in the development 

and beta testing of the then 

new range of instruments. At 

that time, I was unhappy with 

the new models and made the 

decision not to upgrade my 

instrument. However, during 

our visit to KeysWerk, the 

company that now owns the 

Böhm brand, I was treated to 

an in depth demonstration of 

the latest developments. 

KeysWerk is essentially a large 

music shop, not just selling 

Böhm but in fact one can buy 

drum kits, guitars, amplifiers, 

pianos, keyboards and organs 

of various manufacturers. In 

the evenings and weekends, 

teaching studios are open for 

students to learn and for 

special events the shop is large  

enough to play host to concerts, 

demonstrations and the like. 

Over the last few years, things 

have changed quite a lot.  There 

is a completely new 

management team and many of 

my reservations over the new 

instruments have been 

addressed. It seems that these 

days the guys develop the 

instruments for the love of it 

rather than rushing a product 

to market for commercial gain. 

KeysWerk were extremely 

accommodating and spent 

many hours showing me the 

finer details of the instruments 

and even added some features 

at my request whilst I was 

there! 

Chris brought home his new 

‘Emporio’ the flagship model 

and having spent a little time 

with the instrument I knew I 

had to have one! 

After a couple of shows in the 

spring, I finally retired my 

Diamant 400ct and set about 

the acquisition of an Emporio. 

A phone call from Chris pointed 

me in the direction of one he 

had found for sale on eBay.  

The price seemed right so I 

hastily put a bid on it. As with 

the old adage ‘there’s no such 

thing as a bargain’ we found 

out the reason for the price 

when we went to Germany to 

collect the instrument. 

The previous owner had 
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apparently insisted on buying 

the absolute prototype model 

from Böhm and still not 

satisfied with the majesty of 

the instrument, he’d attached 

gold trim to the console – with 

nails! 

The poor thing was in a very 

sad way but undeterred I 

decided to take on the project 

of restoring the instrument to 

its proper and deserved 

condition. 

Within the first few weeks, the 

panels and electronics were 

 completely removed to a 

couple of boxes in the loft to 

allow work on the cabinet.  The 

solid wood case was 

painstakingly filled, repaired 

and modified before being 

shipped to a local car bodyshop 

for a respray.  The body shop 

signage said ‘all types of 

bodywork...’ but I can imagine 

he’d never imagined someone 

would walk in with an organ! 

After many anxious weeks of 

waiting, the woodwork was 

finally completed and it was 

time to start rebuilding the 

panels and electronics and 

wiring. 

Although still fully 

upgradeable, Böhm no longer 

supply the instruments in kit 

form, so there are no building 

instructions to follow and 

much of the building has been 

guesswork.  Despite KeysWerk 

being more than helpful to me, 

I’m sure at times I’ve really got 

on their nerves with the 

constant barrage of questions! 

There have been many times 

during the project that I 

thought this was a step too far 

– when one of the amplifiers 

blew up, when the colours 

didn’t match, when the 

exchange rate dropped through 

the floor, when the drawbars 

didn’t work and when the 

display wouldn’t show and 

when I had to tell my wife that 

the house needs to be extended 

to fit it in (!) to name but a few.   

But just a few days ago, hearing 

the first sounds from it made it 

all worthwhile. 

At the time of writing, the 

instrument is working but with 

several weeks of work to do 

before completing everything.  

The pedal board and bench are 

yet to be built, and much of the 

wiring is left to be completed 

and tidied away.  There are lots 

of software updates and 

upgrades to be carried out 

 

before finally learning how to 

play it! As yet, I haven’t decided 

when or even if I will take it out 

on the road for concerts, and 

haven’t worked out how to 

transport it!  No doubt that will 

be revealed in the fullness of 

time. 

I will try to keep our friends at 

OrganFax updated with 

progress but in the meantime 

my thanks go to all those who 

have helped with the project. 

Anthony Lomas, 2009 
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